COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA
Office of the Governor

L. Preston Bryant, Jn PO, Box 1475 .
Secretary of Nameral Resources Richmond, Virginia 23218

March 19, 2007

Colonel Dionysios Anninos
Commander, Norfolk District
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
803 Front Street

Norfolk, Virginia 23510

Dear Colonel Anninos:

I am glad that you and I had an opportunity to talk in person last week regarding
the progress — or lack thereof — being made on resolving outstanding issues regarding a
workable, enhanced State Programmatic General Permit.

As I made clear, I am not happy. And as you made clear, you also are less than
pleased, though I believe it is fair to say that you are more optimistic on achieving
resolution than I may be at this time. I hope to get to a point where I share your
optimism. Perhaps next week’s meeting between you, your staff, and officials from the
Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) will be so productive as to turn around my
thinking.

When we met on November 20, 2006, with Assistant Secretary Woodley, there
were a number of things all parties agreed to in order to move the ball forward. First, we
agreed to the principal that we must “institutionalize” changes we are to make in our
respective staffs’ working relationship, as it will benefit the public and applicants. This,
generally speaking, would be the overarching goal as we move forward on SPGP-related
issues, as such would outlive rotating Corps District colonels, governors, natural
resources secretaries, and DEQ directors. Second, we agreed to have in place by March
1, 2007, an enhanced SPGP so that we would have six months of history to assess when
we determine in September 2007 whether to pursue from the Environmental Protection
Agency full assumption of the Section 404 program. Last, we agreed to be in a position
to present to Secretary Woodley a joint DEQ-Corps briefing at our upcoming April 2,

2007, meeting.
Let me address each of these.
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