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FEDERAL PUBLIC NOTICE

The Commonwealth of Virginia, through the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), has
requested modifications to the State Program General Permit (SPGP-01) issued by the Norfolk
District Army Corps for certain kinds of work in nontidal waters and wetlands in Virginia.

BACKGROUND
Corps general permits are generic authorizations issued on a nationwide or regional basis by the
Army Corps of Engineers for categories of activities that have minimal environmental impacts.
Programmatic general permits may be issued in situations where a state, regional, or local
authority has a regulatory program in place that provides a similar level of review as the Corps.
In such cases (as with SPGP-01), the programmatic general permit avoids unnecessary
duplication of effort by providing blanket Corps authorization for certain activities provided they
obtain the necessary state, regional, or local authorizations.

The Norfolk District Army Corps of Engineers issued the original SPGP-01 on October 4, 2002.
Certain subsequent minor modifications have been made since that time, but in general SPGP-01
provides blanket Corps of Engineers regulatory authorization for certain residential, commercial,
and institutitional developments (Activity 1), as well as certain linear transportation projects
(Activity 2), provided they meet a number of limitations and restrictions, and further provided
they also receive regulatory authorization from the Virginia Department of Environmental
Quality. The specific details, limitations, and restrictions regarding SPGP-01 can be found at:
http://www.nao.usace.army.mil/technical%?20services/Regulatory%20branch/spgp 2005/SPGP-
05.pdf or by going to the Norfolk District home page at www.nao.usace.army.mil and following
the links to “Regulatory,” then “Regional & Nationwide Permits and Certifications,” then
“Regional Permits and SPGP-01,” then “SPGP-01.”

Activity 1 (residential, commercial, and institutitional developments) is currently broken into
three categories, divided by wetland acreage and stream impact thresholds. Category A
authorizes projects affecting up to 1/10 acre of wetlands and/or up to 300 linear feet of streams.
Category B authorizes projects affecting between 1/10 acre and 2 acre of wetlands and/or up to
300 linear feet of streams. Category C authorizes projects affecting between 'z and 1 acre of
wetlands and/or between 300 and 2000 linear feet of streams. Currently, Category A and B
projects are reviewed and acted on only by DEQ, whereas Category C projects require review
and action by both DEQ and the Norfolk District.






