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BIOLOGICAL OPINION

Approach to the Jeopardy Analysis

To conduct a jeopardy analysis, we evaluate the following for bull trout and murrelets: (1) the
Status of the Species, which evaluates the rangewide condition, the factors responsible for that
condition, and their survival and recovery needs; (2) the Environmental Baseline, which
evaluates the condition in the action area, the factors responsible for that condition, and the
conservation role of the action area; (3) the Effects of the Action, which determines the direct and
indirect impacts of the proposed Federal action and any interrelated or interdependent actions;
and (4) the Cumulative Effects, which evaluates the effects of future, non-Federal activities in the
action area.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION

For the purposes of this consultation, the proposed action is the ongoing Navy’s EOD Training
Operations in Washington State’s Puget Sound. The duration of this consultation will be from
the date of signature of this Biological Opinion (BO) through December 31, 2009. The purpose
of the training is for personnel to meet and maintain requirements for basic proficiency in
combat and non-combat EOD Mine Countermeasures readiness. The training consists of using
explosive charges to destroy or disable inert mines that are either underwater or floating on the
surface.

The Navy originally proposed to conduct their EOD training in four areas. These locations are
associated with the Navy installations in Puget Sound at Crescent Harbor, Holmes Harbor, Port
Townsend Bay, and Bangor in northern Hood Canal. However, the Navy has determined that
through December 31, 2009, EOD training will only occur at Crescent Harbor. Therefore, this
consultation is specific to the training at Crescent Harbor. The Crescent Harbor training area is
on the east side of Whidbey Island, next to the Naval Air Station (NAS) Whidbey Island
Seaplane Base.

General Training Procedures

In general, each underwater training exercise entails placing an inert mine, locating the mine
with hand-held sonar, placing a charge near the mine, attaching of detonation equipment,
detonation of the charge, retrieval of debris, and in-water inspection of the detonation site. In
some of the exercises, a disabled mine is raised and moved ashore for dismantling and
inspection. After the detonation, the divers retrieve debris, which consists mainly of pieces of
the mine (the explosive is consumed in the explosion).

Prior to any detonation, two Navy workboats will patrol the training range within a specific
radius of the detonation site in order to determine the presence of mariners (water users), marine
mammals, and birds. The radius of the survey for all training exercises will be 1,640 ft (ft) [5S00
meters (m)]. If any mariners, marine mammals, or birds are observed within this range, the






