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510 Desmond Drive S.E., Suite 102 . 7600 Sand Point Way N.E.
Lacey, Washington 98503 Lacey, Washington 98503

Robert M. Campagna

Assistant Chief of Staff for Environment and Safety
Department of the Navy

Navy Region Northwest

1103 Hunley Rd.

Silverdale, Washington 98315-11030

Re: Biological Assessment; U.S. Navy Explosive Ordnance Disposal Operations; Puget
Sound, Washington. (FWS Reference #1-3-01-1-0584)

Dear Mr. Campagna;

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and National Marine Fisheries Service (Services) have
reviewed your Biological Assessment (BA), dated January 2001, for the Explosive Ordinance
Disposal (EOD) operations conducted at several locations in Puget Sound, Washington. The
Department of the Navy determined that the proposed project “may effect, but is not likely to
adversely affect,” chinook salmon (Onchorhynchus ishawytscha), chum salmon (O. keta), and
bull trout (Salvelinus confluentus). The Services do not concur with your determinations. For
other species addressed in the BA, the Services will analyze potential effects when all
requested information has been received.

The Services believe that the proposed action has the potential to adversely affect chinook
salmon, chum salmon, and bull trout because:

1. The proposed action has a high likelihood of causing direct mortality of these listed

species. _
2. The underwater detonation results in significant mortality of prey species.

Based on our understanding, the proposed action is designed to train and certify divers for
deployment into the field with battle groups. We appreciate the importance of this activity,
especially the training of personnel in the most realistic setting. In discussions in the field and
in meetings with Navy personnel, we have obtained a fairly detailed “picture” of these

operations.







