United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR
Pacific Southwest Region
2800 Cottage Way
IN REPLY Room E-1712
REFER TO: Sacramento, California 95825-1890

August 9, 2007

MEMORANDUM

To: Robert McCarthy, Field Solicitor, Palm Springs Field Office
From: Daniel G. Shillito, Regional Solicitor, Pacific Southwest Region
Subject: Proposed Removal of Robert McCarthy

This is official notification that I propose to remove you from your position of Palm
Springs Field Solicitor, GS-0905-15, Pacific Southwest Region, Office of the Solicitor.
Department of the Interior and from Federal service. You are charged with violation of
the Trade Secrets Act and unauthorized use of non public information. This action is
proposed in accordance with Part 752 of Title S of the Code of Federal Regulations for
such cause as will promote the efficiency of the Service. Such action, if sustained, will be
effected no sooner than 30 days from your receipt of this notice.

Background

In April 2007, I was informed by the BIA Regional Director and his Associate of an
article in the Desert Sun newspaper, dated April 11, 2007. entitled, "Probe: Local Indian
Affairs office troubled."

The Desert Sun is the daily newspaper serving the Palm Springs community. The article
described that the Bureau of Indian Affairs (Bureau or BIA), continues to experience
problems with management of commercial leases for Indian trust lands identified in a
1992 audit report by the Department of the Interior., Office of the Inspector General
(OIG). The article quoted a letter from Earl Devaney, DOIInspector General, to a U.S.
Senator. stating that BIA's Palm Springs Office in particular had not yet implemented all
of the recommendations made in the 1992 audit report. Also, various quotes -
prominently displayed in the article -- were attributed to you directly as the “Attorney for
the Palm Springs office of the Bureau of Indian Affairs”.

After reviewing the newspaper article, the Deputy Regional Solicitor, Temi Berger,
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