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School sites must be clean
8Y BILI WOTFE

We are pleased that the Schools
Construction Corporation is "trytng

to make amends" (see Times arti
cle, June 5). Reform will take more
than publ ic relat ions and
$25-million concessions such as the
Martin Luther King school clean-
up. SCC policies and state Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
(DEP) regulations must change.

Inspector Generai Mary Jane
Cooper's 2005 reporl to Gov. Codey
found bhat the SCC spent up to
$328 million to acquire contami-
nated lands "patently unsuitable"

for schools, not including cleanup
costs.

Common sense dictates that
schools should not be built on con-
taminated land unless it is flrst
publicly demonstrated that there
are no altemative clean sites. The
SCC must stop diverting educa-
tional dollars to clean up sites that
should never have been selected.
SCC needs to cut its losses.

DEP rules allow toxic soil to be
left on site and covered by a "cap."

DEP rules must change. All con-
taminated soil must be excavated.
Caps fail and present long-term

health risks to hds and communi-
ties.

Local authorities often selected
contaminated Iands to force the
state to pick up the clean-up tab
and reserve clean lands for devel
opment. To prevent this abuse,
Iocal planning must be backed by
the DEP children's health-based
standards.

We challenge the SCC and the
DEP to embrace these real re-
forms.

BiIIWoIfe is director of Nl PEER
(fuhlie Emplnyeea fur Enuiron-
mmtal RespuaibilitU).


