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March 26, 2008

Honorable Dirk Kempthore, Secretary
United States Department of the fmetior
1849 C Street, N.W,

Washington, D.C. 20240

\"ia emailiexsec@ios.doi.gov
Via: Federal Express

Reference: Glen Canyon Dam High Flow and Fall Steady Flow Experiment
Dear Secrerary Kempthorne:

We write this ster in fartherance of the unique and highly collaborative relationship between
the Colorado River Basin Stales and the Depariment of the Interior that has developed over the
last many years, spanning several administrations. One of the ways in which this relationship
has developed is through the Adaptive Management Work Group (AMWG) for Glen Canyon
Dam operations under the Grand Canyon Protection Act of 1992, We have been engaged in
this process since its inception.

We are writing 10 express our concern aver contradictory statements made by Department
personnel concerning the recentty adopted five-year experimental test flow program at Glen
Canyon Dam. Such statements have the potential 10 undermine the beneficial working

rejationship between the stares and the Department, and we therefore seek your clarificarion of
the Department’s position.

Tne four upper division swtes and the Comunission are directly affected by operations of Glen
Canyon Dam, including the timing and quantity of storage and releases of water. In particular,
operations at Glen Canyon Dam affect hydropower revenues that maintain the Basin Fund
uader 43 U.S.C. § 620d. The revenues, in addition to supporting the Glea Canyon Adaptive
Management Program itself, also assist in funding other environmental programs such as the
Upper Colorado River and San Juan River endangered species programs, which assist in the
recavery of the endangered fish while also protecting existing water uses and the coatinued
development of the Upper Basin’s entitlement under the Colorado River Compacr.

Although we reserve our legal position concerning the authority of the Deparment 1o bypass
the power plant in circumstances not related to dam safsty, we support the five year
experimental program recently implemented by the Department for operations under the Grand
Canyon Protection Act of 1992. In particular, we note that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service






