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Dear Chairman Bingaman: 
 
August 3, 2009 marked the 32nd Anniversary of the signing of the federal Surface 
Mining Control and Reclamation Act (SMCRA), however, for nearly all of its 
existence, this important law has not been enforced.  Sadly, lack of enforcement has 
had a profound affect on the lives of coalfield residents in Pennsylvania – on the water 
we drink, our rights as property owners, our safety from blasting, landslides and floods. 
 
SMCRA is the law Mr. Pizarchik will be called upon to enforce as the Director of 
the Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSM).  His record, 
however, has demonstrated a consistent pro-industry bias, and an unwillingness to 
enforce the law when it conflicted with mining interests. 
 
The following policies and regulations have been implemented during Pizarchik’s tenure 
as PA Department of Environmental Protection (PA DEP) primary regulatory counsel to 
the mining program and then Director of the Bureau of Mining and Reclamation (since 
2002): 
 

 Mr. Pizarchik has promoted valley fills.  In 2001, as primary regulatory counsel, 
Pizarchik supervised the drafting of PA DEP regulations implementing Act 114 
that weakened the state’s stream buffer zone rule allowing the filling of stream 
valleys in PA.   
 

 Mr. Pizarchik advocates the law should allow surface coal mines to be used as 
major dumping operations.  An exhaustive three-year study of fifteen mines 
receiving coal ash in Pennsylvania, Impacts on Water Quality from Placement of 
Coal Combustion Waste in Pennsylvania Coal Mines (2007), by researchers and 
groundwater scientists for the Clean Air Task Force found that the PA DEP’s 
monitoring data indicated the ash was contaminating nearby water supplies in ten 
of the mines.  Mr. Pizarchik has aggressively defended the PA DEP program 
allowing power plant waste to be buried in unlined pits and old mines without 
regulatory safeguards, despite the threat to groundwater and the 2006 findings by 
the National Research Council. (NRC).  The NRC concluded that this practice 
should be regulated with isolation requirements, comprehensive monitoring and 
cleanup standards. 

 
 Pizarchik's PA DEP coal ash mine fill program found deficient by PA Law Judges 

and the Interior Board of Land Appeals (IBLA).  Both administrative law judges 
for the state of PA (Hazleton decision, 2006) and more recently of the Interior 
Board of Land Appeals (June 2009) have found the monitoring and safeguards 
necessary to protect water supplies from coal ash are missing from permits issued 
under Pizarchik's mine ash placement program.  And in the latter case, the IBLA 
found the public water supply of Tremont, PA is threatened by these deficiencies 
– a fundamental violation of surface mining laws.  SMCRA requires the issuance 
of permits for surface mining to demonstrate, through effective monitoring and 
safeguards, that such damage will be avoided.   



 
 Mr. Pizarchik has been resistant to citizen input. PA DEP mining policies under 

Mr. Pizarchik systematically removed the “public” from the federally required 
public participation.  In direct contradiction to the citizen provisions of SMCRA - 
and the intent of Congress to encourage citizen participation – Mr. Pizarchik has 
actively discouraged public testimony.   For selected mining permits: While the 
PA DEP and mine operators are given the opportunity to express their views in a 
public forum; citizens are not permitted to speak publicly.  Instead, citizens are 
required to submit their questions or comments one-on-one, with no witnesses 
allowed to hear their testimony or the state’s response.  For all mining permits:  
PA DEP Bureau of Mining and Reclamation policies require public hearings to be 
held during workday hours only – restricting access for working people.  Evening 
hearings are not held. Citizens have diligently opposed these procedures since 
their adoption in 2006.  And as recently as the winter of 2008, Mr. Pizarchik 
continues to advocate for these exclusionary policies.  

 
 Mr. Pizarchik has shown little regard for SMCRA’s purpose to minimize harm.  

During an “Act 54” meeting about long wall mining – a process immensely 
destructive to homes, businesses, farms and surface water supplies - Mr. Pizarchik 
stated that people willingly sold their coal 100 years ago, and people in the 
coalfields should have known what they were getting into when they moved into 
the coalfields.  This is a rationale frequently used by the coal industry to justify 
their most harmful practices.   However, the focus of regulatory enforcement 
should be compliance with SMCRA laws and minimizing harm, not defending 
arrangements made 100 years ago.  

 
These examples offer a disturbing picture of why Mr. Pizarchik is the wrong choice to be 
the Director of the US Office of Surface Mining.   Quite clearly, Mr. Pizarchik’s record 
demonstrates that he has not viewed the protection of our property, health and 
environment as a priority to be treated with the same emphasis under SMCRA as the 
need to mine coal as easily as possible.   
 
We believe Mr. Pizarchik will not effectively enforce SMCRA and therefore should not 
be confirmed as the Director of the Office of Surface Mining and Regulatory 
Enforcement (OSM) by the US Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee.   
 
We ask that the Committee fully consider Mr. Pizarchik’s record and that a panel of 
affected PA coalfield citizens be given the opportunity to testify at his confirmation 
hearing.   
 
Thank you for your time and consideration.    
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Lisa Graves Marcucci 
123 Oakwood Drive 
Jefferson Hills, PA  15025 
 



Beverly Braverman 
1414-B ICV Road, PO Box 408 
Melcroft, PA  15462 
 
Aimee Erickson 
130 Friend Road 
Washington, PA  15301 
 
Cathy Lodge 
257 Meinrad Drive 
Bulger, PA  15019 
 
Rosemarie Campos 
130 Friend Road 
Washington, PA  15301 
 
Victor Graves 
Shirley Graves 
244 Bellwood Drive 
West Mifflin, PA  15122 
 
Cathleen Donne 
2319 Elm Dr. 
Oakdale, PA 15071 
 
Jennifer Iriti 
3404 Timberglen Drive 
Imperial, PA 15126 
 
Irene Barrie 
5215 Maple Grove Rd. 
Bulger, PA 15019 
 
Dante Picciano 
2066 Evergreen Drive 
Tamaqua, PA 18252 
 
Frank Blaskowitz 
Linda Blaskowitz 
201 Woodcrest Drive 
Coraopolis, PA 15108 
 
Mark Schmerling 
PO Box 753 
Bryn Athyn, PA  19009 
 
 
 



Ruediger Gorny 
137 Springhill Drive 
Oakdale, PA 15071 
 
Carol Stein 
512 Wheeling Creek Road 
Wind Ridge, PA 15380 
 
Tanya Thorpe 
506 Bayberry Drive  
Imperial,  PA 15126  
 
William Lindley 
546 Lone Pine Road 
Washington, PA  15301 
 
Daniel A. Karaczun 
1671 New Haven Ave. 
Dormont,  PA 15216 
 
Richard Yanock 
Linda Yanock 
70 Strabane Drive 
Washington, PA  15301 
 
Shelly DiCesaro 
124 Springhill Drive 
Oakdale, PA 15071 
 
Kim Jones 
415 West Roy Furman Highway 
Wind Ridge, PA  15380 
 
Ralph H Hysong Sr 
901 State Route 18 
Aliquippa, PA 15001 
 
Diane Lindley 
546 Lone Pine Road 
Washington, PA  15301 
 
Kenny Jones 
415 West Roy Furman Highway 
Wind Ridge, PA  15380 
 
Sally Matts 
308 Woodcrest Dr 
Coraopolis, PA  15108 



 
S. Douglas Smith 
84 Weir-Cole Rd. 
Prosperity, PA 15329 
 
Joshua Thorpe 
Sarah Thorpe  
804 Hawthorne Sq 
Oakdale, PA  15071 
 
Jeffrey Tomaszewski 
Christina Tomaszewski 
138 Holstein Drive 
Oakdale, PA  15071 
 
Scott Finch 
Marty Finch 
125 Grove Road 
Prosperity, PA 15329 
 
Mike Naleppa 
Sara Naleppa 
201 Woodbriar Drive 
McDonald, PA  15057 
 
Emily Bilovus 
114 Holly Hill Drive  
Oakdale, PA 15071 
 
Christa Malinak 
212 Meyers Rd 
Washington, PA  15301 
 
Steven M. Malinak, Ph.D. 
212 Meyers Rd. 
Washington, PA  15301 
 
Mark Curtis        
Linda Curtis 
1513 Candor Rd 
Bulger, PA 15019 
 
Bob Klemow 
208 Wilson Drive 
Hazleton, PA  18201 
 
 
 



Hilary F Kennedy 
35 Holland St 
Tamaqua, PA 18252 
 
Charles Martienssen 
122 E. Clay Ave.     
West Hazleton, PA 18202 
 
Carolyn Martienssen 
122 E. Clay Ave. 
West Hazleton, PA 18202 
 
Lynne Phelps 
Mark Phelps 
102 Oak Moss Drive 
Coraopolis, PA 15108 
 
Mary Ann DeCarlo 
117 Holly Hill Drive 
Oakdale, PA 15071  
  
Laurie Tevlin-Klemow 
208 Wilson Dr. 
Hazleton, PA 18201 
 
William Brisbane 
363 Polar Run Road 
Normalville, PA 
 
Anita Krisovenski 
143 Old Ridge Rd 
Coraopolis, PA  15108 
 
Erik Schutzman 
104 Cove Ct. 
McDonald, PA 15070 
 
Jim McCaul 
Sherri McCaul 
111 Dutch Glory Road 
Amity, PA  15311 
 
Nancy Holston    
111 Woodridge Drive    
McDonald, PA  15057 
 
 
 



Edward E. Boesenberg, III 
729 Lindsay Road 
Carnegie, PA 15106 
 
Gillian Chik  
137 Springhill Drive  
Oakdale, PA 15071  
 
Julie Alwine 
3201 Timberglen Drive 
Imperial, PA 15126 
 
Karen Dysert 
123 Rita Dr. 
Bulger, PA 15019 
 
John Harter 
Deborah Harter 
5 Anchor Drive 
Washington, PA  15301 
 
Cassandra R McCrae 
38 Shady Dr West #2 
Pittsburgh, PA 15228 
 
John Lindley  
Marilyn Lindley 
76 Heritage Trail 
Prosperity, PA 15329 
 
Raina Rippel 
P.O. Box 1080 
Washington, PA 15301 
 
Kathy Lawson 
1614 Jefferson Ridge Drive 
Jefferson Hills, PA  15025 
 
Laura Welsh 
203 Woodbriar Drive 
McDonald, PA 15057 
 
Richard Whiteford 
908 Covington Drive 
Downingtown, PA 19335 
 



Dana O'Donnell 
1116 Fairfield Lane 
McDonald, PA 15057 
 
Mary Kane 
5 Rachel Dr. 
Chester Springs, PA 19425 
  
Col. Donald G. Kane, (USAF ret) 
5 Rachel Dr. 
Chester Springs, PA 19425 
 
Laurie Rosso 
8174 Steubenville Pike 
Mc Donald, PA  15057 
 
William Welsh 
203 Woodbriar Drive 
McDonald, PA  15057 
 
Dwayne Romano 
6743 Elk Rush Dr. 
Imperial, PA 15126 
 
Danya Tierney 
1550 King Charles Dr. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15237 
 
Sandy Ulrich 
714 Campbell Road 
Bulger, PA 15019 
 
Darlene Duran 
Lloyd Duran 
216 Campbell Road 
Bulger, PA  15019 
 
Nancy Eger 
Carl Eger 
103 Georges Lane 
McDonald, PA  15057 
 
Leslie Williams 
116 Trailside Court 
Coraopolis, PA  15108 
 
 
 



Dorothy Ankrom 
Floyd Ankrom 
1137 Brush Run Road 
Washington, PA  15301 
 
Elmer Morra 
1175 Hoffman Drive 
Oakdale, PA  15071 
 
Della R. Post     
154 Village Circle 
Oakdale, PA 15071 
 
Robert A Smith 
825 N. Meadowcroft Ave. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15216 
 
Wayne Anderson 
154 Village Circle 
Oakdale, PA 15071 
 
Denise Cartisser 
111 Trailside Ct 
Coraopolis, Pa 15108 
 
Deborah Barndt 
3-6 AspenWay 
Doylestown, PA 18901 
 
Sharon Furlong 
Park Furlong 
133 Bristol Road  
Feasterville, PA 19053 
 
Eunice Adesman 
2004 Clark Court 
Holland, PA  18966 
 
Wendi Taylor 
435 Parkview Court 
Camp Hill, PA 17011 
 
John K Davin 
Terri Davin 
1937 West Roy Furman 
Waynesburg, PA 15370 
 
 



Krissy Kasserman 
Angelo Ross 
126 Nedrow Lane 
Somerset, PA 15501 
 
Nancy Volk 
335 Birch St 
Imperial, PA 15126 
 
Candie Wilderman 
202 N. 23rd St. 
Camp Hill, PA  17011 
 
Lori Toland 
583 Ackley Creek Rd. 
West Finley, PA 15377 
 
Murray Williams 
Laurine Williams 
280 Laurel Run Road 
Waynesburg, PA   15370 
 
Michael V. Nixon, J.D. 
PO Box 12539 
Pittsburgh, PA 15241 
 
Kathleen Martincic 
Dan Derber 
182 Hull Road 
Fredericktown,PA 15333 
 
Luke Darragh 
Yvonne Darragh 
8020 Noblestown Road 
McDonald, PA 15057 
 
Lanny G. Grim 
2946 Green Valley Road 
Claysville, PA  15323 
 
Loren Blake 
130 Friend Road 
Washington, PA  15301 
 
Donnis Headley 
2886 Pangburn Hollow Road 
Monongahela, PA  15063 
 



Richard S. Ehmann, J.D. 
7031 Penn Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA  15208 
 
Dr. Andrew Liebhold 
307 Little Shannon Run Rd. 
Mt. Morris, PA  15349 
 
Molly Biehl 
255 Thornridge Drive 
Levittown, PA 19054 
 
Tim White 
74 Glen Drive 
Yardley, PA 19067 
 
John A. Quayle 
564 Franklin Farms Road 
Washington, PA 15301 
 
Sasha Shyduroff 
6362 Aurelia St. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15206 
 
Marie Stratton 
10 Brookside Court 
Lititz, PA 17543 
 
Sony Rane  
313 Oakland Ave. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15213 
 
Amanda Barker 
3110 Columbia Avenue 
Camp Hill, PA 17011 
Steve Miller 
7 Dorchester Dr #220 
Pittsburgh, PA 15241 
 
Joe Hammett 
116 Indian Hills Road 
Kittanning PA 16201 
 
Richard Whiteford 
39 Marilyn Lane 
Exton, PA  19341 
 
 



Tracy Carluccio 
300 Pond Street, 2nd Floor 
Bristol, PA 19007 
 
Conrad (Dan) Volz, DrPH, MPH  
Bridgeside Point 
100 Technology Drive 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
 
Peter J. Wray 
Co-Chair, Conservation Committee 
Allegheny Group, Sierra CLub110 Royal Oak Ave 
Pittsburgh PA 15235 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Boesenberg 
232 Spring St. 
Oakdale, PA 15071 
  
Mrs. Meggan Kubiak 
232 Spring St. 
Oakdale, PA 15071 
 
 
 
 
 
 


