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About PEER

Public Employees for Environmental Re-

sponsibility (PEER) is an association of -

resource managers, scientists, biologists,
law enforcement officials and other gov-

ernment professionals committed to up-

holding the public trust through respon-
sible management of the nation’s environ-
ment and natural resources.

PEER advocates sustainable manage-
ment of public resources, promotes en-
forcement of environmental protection
laws, and seeks to be a catalyst for sup-
porting professional integrity and promot-
ing environmental ethics in government
agencies,

PEER provides public employees com-
mitted to ecologically responsible man-
agement with a credible voice for express-
ing their concerns.

PEER's objectives are to:

1. Organize a strong base of support among
emplioyees with local, state and federal
resource management agencies;

2. Monitar land management
environmentai protection agencies;

3. Inform policymakers and the public about
substantive issues of concern to PEER
members; and

4. Defend and strengthen the legal rights of
public employees who speak out about
issues of environmental management.

and

PEER recognizes the invaluable role
that government employees play as
defenders of the environment and stewards
of our natural resources. PEER supports
resource professionals who advocate
environmental protectionin a responsible,
professional manner.

For more information about PEER
and other White Papers that cover a variety of issues, contact:

Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility
2001 S Street, N.W., Suite 570
Washington, D.C. 20008-1125

Phone: (202) 265-PEER
Fax: (202) 265-4192

E-Mail: info@peer.org

Website: http://www.peer.org
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Uneven Justice

About This Report

Uneven Justice is the first comprehensive statistical compilation of federal criminal environmental
prosecution over time. Since more than 98 percent of federal prosecutions emanate from the U.S.
Attorneys, the PEER rankings provide definitive information about what happens, and does not
happen, to criminal investigations by such agencies as EPA, the Forest Service, the Fish & Wildlife
Service and the Army Corps of Engineers.

PEER evaluated each of the more than ninety U.S. Attorney offices on three measures: effort {the
percentage of environmental referrals on which it filed prosecutions), conviction rate and convic-
tions per capita. Each U.S. Attorney’s office was then ranked and the combination of rankings was
used to establish an overall grade for an environmental report card. Using these measures, the
environmental record of prosecutors can be compared against each other and against themselves
over time.

Establishing a consistent definition of environmental crime was the key to enabling comparison over
time of the environmental prosecutorial activity not just of an individual U.S. Attorney but for the
Department of Justice (DOJ} as a whole. The definitions or program categories used by DO)J keep
changing over time, thus frustrating any meaningful comparisons using DOJ data alone.

To assist in this project, PEER convened a committee of Assistant United States Attorneys (AUSAs)
to review how the data was analyzed. The data that served as building blocks for PEER’s analysis
were ohtained from the Executive Office of the United States Attorney (EOUSA) under the Freedom
of Information Act by the Transactional Records Access Clearinghouse (TRAC), a data-gathering,
data-research and data providing organization. TRAC, associated with Syracuse University, has
offices in Syracuse and Washington, D.C. (315) 443-3563 or (202) 544-8722. E-mail trac@syr.edu
{see page 44 for more information about TRAC).

Too often, the cloak of prosecutorial discretion masks the real track record of enforcement agencies.
By tracking every environmental offense, cross-referenced by lead charge and referring agency,
PEER aims to give the public and activist groups useful measures of the enforcement performance
of federal investigative and prosecutorial agencies.

This report is primarily intended to assist federal investigators and prosecutors who are concerned
about a de-emphasis on environmental enforcement and a diminution of agency resources devoted
to the detection, documentation and prosecution of environmental violations. Uneven Justice will
give a statistical dimension to their individual experiences.

PEER is proud to serve conscientious public servants who dedicate their careers to the faithful
execution of laws protecting this nation’s natural resources.

Jefirey Ruch
PEER Executive Director
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Uneven Justice

I. Executive Summary

According to an analysis of federal records, prosecution of environmental crimes has sharply fallen
during the Clinton Administration. Comparing statistics from a three year period in the Bush
Administration (1989-91) with asimilar period in the Clinton Administration (1994-96; the last years
for which data is available), this review shows dramatic declines in eriminal referrals, prosecutions
and convictions:

> 60 percent fewer convictions;
» 52 percent fewer prosecutions; and
» 36 percent increase in “declinations” or refusals to prosecute environmental crime cases.

This analysis also reveals significant dreps in conviction rates, convictions per capita and the
percentage of cases accepted for prosecution from referring agencies, such as the EPA or the Fish
& Wildlife Service.

These facts belie U.S. Department of justice (DO)) claims that environmental prosecutions have
risen during the Clinton Administration. DO)J has based claims of increased environmental activity
upon an expanded definition of environmental crime. Thus, the DOJ figures represent an internal
paper exercise rather than a reliable measure of prosecutorial attention.

An “apples-to-apples” comparison demonstrates declines across the board in virtually every
measure of prosecutorial effort.

Environment is a “Paper Priority”

PEER undertook this analysis after receiving reports from Assistant United States Attorneys (AUSAs)
that environmental enforcement was being de-emphasized in their districts. As one AUSA told
PEER,“Under the Clinton Administration, environmental crimes have only been a paper priority;
there has been no real commitment of resources, expertise or organizational muscle. Very few
districts have even a single attorney dedicated exclusively to environmental crimes.”

At the same time, there has been a decrease in the number of referrals for prosecution by federal
environmental agencies, such as the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service. As with most prosecuting
agencies, DOJ does not control the number of cases it receives. PEER has undertaken separate
studies on each of the major federal environmental agencies in order to better understand the nature
and causes for the decrease in referrals. Nonetheless, despite the decline in referrals, there has also
been a drop in the percentage of referrals which are subsequently prosecuted.

Uneven Justice by U.S. Attorneys

DO} has not consistently tracked environmental prosecutions over time and has repeatedly been
criticized by outside commentators, including the General Accounting Office, for failing to keep
reliable data and for not developing systems to measure their own effectiveness.

The extent, intensity and success of criminal prosecution of environmental crimes varies widely
from district to district among the more than ninety U.S. Attorney offices across the country. Insome
cases, neighboring U.S. Attorney offices have vastly different prosecution records on the same type
of environmental violations.

This report assesses the environmental record of each U.S. Attorney’s office according to the
percentage of cases on which it files prosecutions, the percentage of prosecutions resulting in
conviction and the rate of convictions obtained on a per capita basis. Each of these measures is
designed to reflect a different facet of prosecutorial activity and together they present an iflustrative
profile of environmental enforcement.
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II. Decline In Environmental
Prosecutions

In recent years, the Clinton Administration has made claims that, during their tenure, environmental
prosecutions have risen. For example, the 1995 Annual report of the Attorney General claims:

“During 1995, the U.S. Attorneys filed 145 environmental crime cases against 232
defendants, representing a 33 percent increase in the number of cases filed and a
41 percent increase in the number of defendants...”

For 1996, DOJ claimed a new record for “prosecution of environmental crimes, The U.S. Attorneys
brought criminal charges against 407 defendants during the year, representing a 39 percentincrease
over the number charged during 1995.” (www.usdoj.gov/ag/ar96)

Even these fragmentary boasts of progress are not internally consistent. For example, a rise of 232
defendants to 407 defendants from 1995 to 1996 is greater than a 39 percent increase. Moreover,
DO)J offers no explanation as to why these numbers would rise so precipitously.

Adding further confusion is the fact that DOJ expanded the definition of environmental crime in
1995. Prior to 1995 the Justice Department did not have the “environmental crime,” “wildlife
protection,” and “marine resources” program categories, and, thus did not separately track or report
these additional cases in earlier “environmental prosecution” statitstics.

Using a consistent definition of environmental crime, valid comparisons from year to year can be
made. Chapter V describes the definition used and details the number of and type of cases flowing
from each component of that definition. In arder to be able to make year to year comparisons, the
definition developed by PEER had to transcend DO)J program categories which change, sometimes
dramatically, over time.

Specific events, such as a high profile crime, can also affect the prosecutorial record of the
department as a whole, Consequently, to avoid a charge that an aberration could color the numbers
produced in any one year, PEER based its calculations on a three year period.

In selecting the three year periods, PEER left out the “transitional” years of 1992, during which a
presidential election occurred and 1993, when virtually every U.S. Attorney was replaced following
the inauguration of President Clinton. Thus, for the Bush Administration, the three year period
selected was from 1989 to 1991. For the Clinton Administration, the three year period was from
1994 to 1996, the latest year for which complete data was available.

One point of complete agreement, however, is DQJ’s assertion that-

“Aggressive enforcement of environmental laws is the indispensible cornerstone of
environmental protection.”

r&l‘ 6 White Paper



Uneven Justice

Bush/Clinton Comparison of Effort, Conviction Rate,
and Convictions per Capita

Comparison of 1989-1991 and 1994-1996 EQUSA data

Year | Rfer- | Dispo- | Prose. | Dectn- | Comvic | RS | ISR g | R | g per

convicted { ences Rate** S00K+
1989 2227 2208 1704 536 1441 231 76.1% 86.2% 2.7
1990 2412 1809 1350 538 1105 166 71.5% 86.9% 21
1991 2174 1865 1157 670 955 240 63.3% 79.9% 1.8
§9-91 6813 5881 4211 1744 3501 637 70.7% 84.6% 6.6
1994 1482 1397 568 756 483 158 104 42.9% 75.3% 9
1995 1629 1460 781 843 467 150 76 48.1% 75.7% 9
1996 1561 1387 690 772 459 156 83 47.2% 74.6% 9
94-96 4672 4244 2039 2371 1409 464 263 46.2% 75.2% 2.7

* Percentage of disposals acted upon that year which resulted in prosecutions filed. For statistical purposes, disposals are equal to the sum of
prosecutions and declimations.
** Percentage of prosccutions whose cases were terminated that year which resulted in convictions. For statistical purposes, prosecutions arc
cqual to the sum of convictions and prosecutions not corvicted.
0 Based on a population of 265, 283, 783.

Definition of Environmental Crime

Prior to 1995 the Justice Department did not have the “environmental crime,” “wildlife protection,”
and “marine resources” program categories. Therefore, it was necessary to devise a working
definition of environmental crimes that would be consistent through the 1989-1996 time period.
After examining available data and consulting with a “peer review™ panel of Assistant United States
Attomeys experienced in environmental prosecution, PEER established a definition of
environmental crimes that included all cases that satisfied one or more of the following criteria:

All cases that fall under the Justice Department program Illegal Discharge of
Hazardous and Carcinogenic Waste (068) or, for cases afler 1995, any cases that
were classified with any of the new Justice Department program categories: Wildlife
Protection, Marine Resources, and Environmental Crime.

All cases where the lead charge was derived from major environmental statutes, such
as the Toxic Substances Control Act, Clean Water Act, the Clean Air Act, and the
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Conservation and Liability Act
(Superfund).

All cases referred for prosecution by the Environmental Protection Agency or the
1J.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.
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Bush/Clinton Comparison of Effort, Conviction Rate, and Convictions per Capita
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Alabama, Middle
1989-91 13 13 2 86.7% 10 3 76.9% 5.0
1994-96 16 15 4 789% 12 2 857% 6.0
Alabama, Northern
1989-91 25 14 15 42.4% 12 4  75.0% 24
1994-96 14 7 6 538% 6 2 75.0% 1.2
Alabama, Southern
1989-91 35 17 11 60.7% 9 2 818% 59
1994-96 21 g 9 350.0% 9 0 100% 5.9
Alaska
1985-91 122 96 13 88.1% 60 33 645% 494
1994-96 148 87 48  64.4% 59 20 747% 48.6
Arizona
1989-91 46 31 20 60.8% 26 5 839% 29
1994-96 55 15 45  25.0% 10 3 76.9% 1.1
Arkansas, Eastern
1989-91 47 6 35 146% 4 2 06.7% 1.4
1994-96 29 7 9  438% 6 3 66.7% 2.1
Arkansas, Western
1989-9] 9 6 0 100% 2 4 333% 09
1994-96 19 10 11 47.6% 7 1 875% 33
California, Central
1989-91 31 21 3 875% 20 0 100% 0.6
1994-96 100 36 25 590% 30 5 B857% 09
California, Eastern
1989-91 202 172 25 873% 88 57  60.7% 7.3
1994-96 245 166 58 74.1% 85 75 53.1% 7.0
California, Northern
1989-9] 53 25 23 52.1% 11 6 64.7% 08
1994-96 45 14 56 20.0% 11 4  T733% 08
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Bush/Clinton Comparison of Effort, Conviction Rate, and Convictions per Capita

California, Southern

1989-91 87 70 27 72.2% 52 19 73.2% 83

1994-96 43 27 18  60.0% 19 8 70.4% 34
Colorado

1989-91 96 26 30 46.4% 26 4 86.7% 34

1994-96 95 21 42 33.3% 11 1 91.7% 14
Connecticut

1689-91 37 23 5 B821% 21 1 95.5% 32

1994-96 35 5 10 333% 7 2 77.8% 1.1
Delaware

1989-91 12 8 2 80.0% 3 0 100% 55

1994-96 13 4 10 28.6% 10 0 100% 6.9
Florida, Middle

1989-91 71 35 35  50.0% 25 7 78.1% 16

1994-96 132 40 64 38.5% 31 10 75.6% 20
Florida, Northern

1989-91 45 11 31 262% 10 0 100% 35

1994-96 12 26 9  743% 5 22 18.5% 1.7
Florida, Southern

1989-91 71 28 27 509% 19 1 950% 1.8

1994-96 183 92 75 551% 69 14 83.1% 6.5
Georgia, Middle

1989-91 9 11 14 44.0% 6 4  60.0% 1.8

1994-96 32 9 6 60.0% 8 5 615% 23
Georgia, Northern

1989-91 30 10 11 47.6% 9 3 75.0% 1.0

1994-96 4] 13 34 277% 12 1 923% 1.4
Georgia, Southern

1989-91 26 27 13 67.5% 19 1 95.0% 7.5

1994-96 78 73 24 153% 39 18 68.4% 154
Guam

1989-91 3 2 0 100.0% 2 0 100%

1994-96 19 3 18 14.3% 0 2 0.0%

December 1998
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Bush/Clinton Comparison of Effort, Conviction Rate, and Convictions per Capita

Hawaii

1985.91 34 19 8 704% 13 4  76.5% 55

1994-96 52 17 33 34.0% 13 4  76.5% 55
Idaho

1989-91 50 23 67 25.6% 24 17 585% 10.1

1994-96 119 93 23 80.2% 64 30 68.1% 269
IMinois, Central

1989-91 20 9 1 90.0% 9 2 B1&8% 2.0

1994-96 21 8 5 615% 7 0 100% 1.6
IMinois, Northern

1989-91 29 5 22 18.5% 3 1 75.0% 0.2

1994-96 64 14 38 269% 6 2 75.0% 04
Ilinois, Southern

1989-91] 9 1 S 10.0% 1 o 100% 04

1994-96 16 5 8 385% 5 0 100% 2.0
Indiana, Northern

1989-91 17 7 14 333% 4 1  80.0% 0.8

1994-96 16 5 8 385% 6 1 857% 1.3
Indiana, Southern

1989-91 16 4 12 250% 1 2 333% 0.1

1994-96 54 23 18 56.1% 14 5 T3.7% 2.0
Towa, Northern

1989-91 14 3 10 23.1% 3 0 100% 12

1994-96 37 12 16 429% 1 3 250% 04
Iowa, Southern

1989-91 6 1 3 250% 0 1 0.0% 0.0

1994-96 13 1 7 12.5% 1 0 100% 03
Kansas

1989-91 33 12 12 50.0% 7 4  63.6% 1.4

1994-96 35 13 21 382% 12 1 923% 2.3
Kentucky, Eastern

1989-91 37 23 14 62.2% 11 5 68.8% 2.8

1994-96 41 20 19  51.3% 9 4  692% 23

ri‘ 10 White Paper
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Bush/Clinton Comparison of Effort, Conviction Rate, and Convictions per Capita

Kentucky, Western
1689-91 74 28 24  53.8% 18 4 B1.8% 4.6
1994-96 95 26 49 34 7% 25 7 78.1% 6.4

Louisiana, Eastern
1989-91 665 686 43 94.1% 614 77 889% 1846

1994-96 47 32 28  53.3% 20 11 64.5% 6.0
Louisiana, Middle

1989-91 89 56 6 90.3% 50 6 893% 376

1994-96 29 5 20 20.0% 4 0 100% 30

Louisiana, Western
1989-91 2275 1560 67 959% 1462 99 937% 3614

1994-96 38 18 25 419% 16 1 94.1% 4.0
Maine

1989-91 8 6 5 545% 5 0 100% 2.0

1994-96 7 3 7 30.0% 3 0 100% 1.2
Maryland

1989-91 39 15 16 48.4% 15 0 100% 1.5

1994-96 189 53 90 37.1% 22 9 71.0% 2.2
Massachusetts

1989-91 41 17 23 42.5% 16 2 88.9% 1.3

1994-96 33 17 8 68.0% 8 1 889% 0.7
Michigan, Eastern

1989-91 15 5 10 33.3% 3 1 75.0% 0.2

1994-96 32 7 15 31.8% 4 1  80.0% 03
Michigan, Western

1989-91 31 21 15 583% 7 10 412% 1.1

1994-96 19 7 17 29.2% 3 0 100% 1.3
Minnesota

1989-91 26 19 8  70.4% 13 7 65.0% 1.4

1994-96 55 26 18 59.1% 16 3 842% 1.7
Mississippi, Northern

1989-91 12 11 2 B4.6% 11 0 100% 54

1994-96 23 o 17 0.0% 2 0 100% 1.0

December 1998 1 1 m
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Bush/Clinton Comparison of Effort, Conviction Rate, and Convictions per Capita

Mississippi, Southern

1989-91 22 9 11 45.0% 4 2 66.7% 1.2

1994-96 167 93 48  66.0% 83 7 922% 245
Missouri, Eastern

1989-91 45 10 23 303% 6 3 66.7% 1.1

1994-96 109 58 42 58.0% 22 9 71.0% 40
Missouri, Western

1989-91 26 17 9 654% 12 4  75.0% 23

1994-96 20 22 19 537% 12 7 63.2% 23
Montana

1989-91 90 65 11  85.5% 50 19 725% 284

199496 71 42 46 47.7% 37 13 740% 210
Nebraska

1989.91 28 14 20 412% 9 3 75.0% 2.7

1994-96 13 0 8 0.0% 2 0 100% 0.6
Nevada

1989-91 64 46 30 60.5% 30 10 75.0% 94

1994-96 32 10 22 31.3% 11 5 688% 34
New Hampshire

1989-91 19 9 20 31.0% 7 2 778% 30

1994-96 29 2 19 9.5% 3 0 100% 1.3
New Jersey

1989-91 22 7 25 21.9% 6 o 100% 04

1994-96 26 9 10 474% 8 1 88.9% 0.5
New Mexico

1989-91 38 15 42  26.3% 12 6 66.7% 35

1994-96 37 10 25 28.6% 6 0 100% 18
New York, Eastern

1989-91 21 14 6 70.0% 11 0 100% 0.8

1994-96 25 12 4  75.0% 5 5 50.0% 03
New York, Northern

1989-91 35 10 24 29.4% 9 1 90.0% 1.3

1994-96 34 17 17  50.0% 11 0 100% 1.6
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Bush/Clinton Comparison of Effort, Conviction Rate, and Convictions per Capita

New York, Southern

1989-91 21 5 13 27.8% 4 2 66.7% 04

1994-.96 35 4 24 14.3% 3 1 75.0% 0.3
New York, Western

1989-91 80 13 57 18.6% 8 3 O72.7% 14

1994-96 46 4 39 9.3% 6 6 500% 1.1
North Carolina, Eastern

1989-91 37 25 13 658% 20 4 833% 35

1994-96 18 1 12 7.7% 2 0 100% 0.4
North Carolina, Middle

1989-91 29 12 17  41.4% 7 4 63.6% 1.6

1994.96 69 26 57 31.3% 19 8  704% 42
North Carolina, Western

1989-91 12 11 4 T3.3% 27 6 81.8% 6.0

1994-96 23 10 8 55.6% 12 5 70.6% 27
North Dakota

1989-91 30 7 18 28.0% 7 0 100% 5.4

1994-96 25 9 13  409% 10 0 100% 78
Ohio, Northern

1989-91 62 18 44 29.0% 12 1 923% 1.0

1994-96 57 16 40 28.6% 12 3 B80.0% 1.0
Ohio, Southern

1989-91 16 6 14  30.0% 5 0 100% 05

1994-96 45 21 23 47.7% 5 4  556% 05
Oklahoma, Eastern

1689-91 10 3 4 429% 1 0 100% 07

1994-96 17 0 8 0.0% 0 0 0.0
Okiahoma, Northern

1989-91 7 3 2 60.0% 3 1 75.0% 1.7

1994.96 17 1 g8 11.1% 1 1  50.0% 0.6
Oklahoma, Western

1989-91 21 5 14 26.3% 7 1 87.5% 2.0

1994-96 27 16 15  51.6% 15 1 938% 43
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Bush/Clinton Comparison of Effort, Conviction Rate, and Convictions per Capita

Oregon

1989-9] 49 28 24 53.8% 15 7 682% 23

1994-96 46 28 19 59.6% 12 7 63.2% 1.9
Pennsylvania, Eastern

1989-91 40 12 13 480% 4 1 80.0% 04

1994-96 53 23 25 479% 19 4 826% 1.8
Pennsylvania, Middle

1989-91 21 13 6 684% il 0 100% 1.9

1994-96 10 4 5 44.4% 2 1 667% 0.3
Pennsylvania, Western

1989-91 8 0 5 0.0% 2 0 100% 03

1994-96 24 5 14  263% 3 1  750% 04
Puerto Rico

1989-91 12 5 7 41.7% 4 1 80.0%

1994-96 57 36 10 78.3% 21 11 65.6%
Rhode Island

1989-91 9 2 5 286% 8 2 80.0% 40

1994-96 18 5 13 278% 6 0 100% 30
South Carolina

1989-91 150 68 75  47.6% 38 13 74.5% 51

1994-96 76 46 51 474% 36 7 83.7% 49
South Dakota

1989-91 51 30 20 60.0% 23 6 793% 157

1994-96 48 22 18  55.0% 14 4  77.8% 9.6
Tennessee, Eastern

1989-91 70 36 31 537% 26 13 66.7% 6.0

1994-96 65 15 46 24.6% 6 10 37.5% 14
Tennessee, Middle

1989-91 4 4 2 66.7% 0 13 0.0% 0.0

1694-96 16 5 8 385% 5 0 100% 1.5
Tennessee, Western

1989-91 22 9 13 40.9% 5 0 100% 1.7

1994-96 26 10 11 476% 2 0 100% 0.7
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Bush/Clinton Comparison of Effort, Conviction Rate, and Convictions per Capita

Texas, Eastern

1989-91 122 61 39 61.0% 56 6 903% 108

1994-96 48 24 38 38.7% 18 3 857% 35
Texas, Northern

1989-91 75 24 50 324% 15 7 682% 1.4

1994-96 30 10 23 30.3% 9 1 9%0.0% 08
Texas, Southern

1989-91 190 155 24  86.6% 99 38 72.3% 7.8

1994-96 63 29 30 49.2% 19 6 76.0% 1.5
Texas, Western

1989-91 71 10 53 159% 8 3 72.7% 08

1994-96 60 17 40 298% 22 3 B88.0% 23
Utah

1989-91 68 34 22 60.7% 20 12 62.5% 50

1994-96 39 17 22 43.6% 10 5 66.7% 25
VYermeont

1989-91 25 12 8 60.0% 5 4  556% 4.2

1994-.96 14 2 9 182% 1 0 100% 0.8
Virgin Islands

1989-91 36 24 2 92.3% i1 2 B4.6%

1994-96 23 12 4  T75.0% 20 3 87.0%
Virginia, Eastern

1989-91 58 13 21 382% 33 2 943% 1.2

1994-96 56 28 21 57.1% 10 3 769% 2.1
Virginia, Western

1989-91 32 17 2 895% 22 4 B84.6% 8.5

1994-96 49 31 14 68.9% 8 4  66.7% 2.6
Washington, D.C.

1989-91 13 0 10 0.0% 0 0 0.0

1994-96 33 3 26 10.3% 3 0 100% 2.3
Washington, Eastern

1989-91 16 12 16 42.9% 3 13  18.8% 12

1994-9¢6 56 33 19  63.5% 28 11T 718% 112
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Bush/Clinton Comparison of Effort, Conviction Rate, and Convictions per Capita

Washington, Western

1989-91] 73 35 49 41.7% 34 8 B81.0% 4.0

1994-96 96 43 38 53.1% 24 9 72.7% 2.8
West Virginia, Northern

1985-91 68 33 15 68.8% 11 5 688% 6.4

1994-96 26 15 10 60.0% 12 3 B80.0% 7.0
West Virginia, Southern

1989-91 24 8 8 50.0% 8 -6 57.1% 4.1

1994-96 20 6 18 25.0% 17 7 70.8% 38
Wisconsin, Eastern

1989-91 26 17 4 81.0% 27 3 90.0% 44

1994-96 58 18 36 33.3% 12 2 857% 1.5
Wisconsin, Western

1989-91 66 16 25 39.0% 3 6 333% 0.7

1994-96 116 23 103 18.3% 6 0 100% 1.5
Wyoming

1989-91 66 26 37 41.3% 24 4 857% 249

1994-96 132 57 119 32.4% 61 2 968% 634
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Uneven Justice

I11. U.S. Attorney Environmental
Report Cards

U.S. Attorneys operate with a fair degree of autonomy within DOJ. Some commentators have
likened the U.S. Attorneys to satraps within a larger empire or feudal lords before the emergence
of nation states. In practice, “Main Justice” in Washington has little control over the day-to-day
operations of the individual U.S. Attorney offices.

Indeed, DOJ makes little attempt to even monitor the activities of its field prosecutors. A report by
the General Accounting Office, entitled “UU.S. Attorneys: More Accountability for Implementing
Priority Programs Is Desirable” (GGD-95-150, june 1995), notes that:

“Justice has no requirements for U.S. Attorneys to measure their own effectiveness,
and none of the U.S. Attorneys we visited had developed set processes for doing
50...

Due to the unreliability of some data and the lack of other data, EOUSA [the
Executive Office of the U.S. Attorney] could not fully use its information systems
to determine how U.S. Attorneys were addressing national and local prosecutorial
priorities.”

Litle has changed since 1995. Hence, in order to assess the posture of federal environmental
prosecution it is necessary to profile each U.S. Attorney’s record. In essence, the whole is the sum
of the parts.

Notwithstanding the relative autonomy of U.S. Attorneys, the overall downward trend in environ-
mental enforcement suggests forces at work which are larger than any one office or region. One
Assistant U.S, Attorney (AUSA) who is an experienced environmental prosecutor posits the
existence of “institutional undercurrents” that operate in the fashion of popular fads, with one type
of case being “hot” one year and next year not. Another AUSA argues that the de-emphasis on
environmental prosecution is self-perpetuating - as the prestige of environmental cases decline,
fewer referrals are prosecuted, less experienced AUSAs are assigned, leading to even fewer
prosecutions and lower conviction rates; all of which, in turn, serves to lower the prestige of the
environmental assignments even further.

Whatever the causes, one effect is that U.S. Attorneys are not evatuated or graded on the basis of
their environmental prosecutorial track records - until now. The purpose of this grading system
is, for the first time, to make U.S. Attorneys aware of environmental performance measures.

PEER evaluated each of the more than ninety U.S. Attorney offices on three measures: effort (the
percentage of environmental referrais on which it filed prosecutions), conviction rate and convic-
tions per capita. Each U.S. Attorney’s office was then ranked and the combination of rankings was
used to establish an overall grade for an environmental report card. Using these measures, the
environmental record of prosecutors can be compared against each other and against themselves
over time.
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U.S. Department of Justice

94-96 District Ranking by Effort

District Effort District Effort
1. Idaho 80.2% 48. Lowsiana, Western 41.9%
2. Northem Mariana Islands 80.0% 49. North Dakota 40.9%
3.  Alabama, Middle 78.9% 50. Texas, Eastem 38.7%
4. Puerto Rico 78.3% 51. Florida, Middle 38.5%
5. Georgia, Southern 75.3% 52. Illinois, Southem 38.5%
6. Virgin Islands 75.0% 53. Tennessee, Middle 38.5%
7. New York, Eastern 75.0% 54. Indiana, Northem 38.5%
8. TFlonda, Northern 74.3% 55. Kansas 38.2%
9. California, Eastern 74.1% 56. Maryland 37.1%
10. Virginia, Western 68.9% 57. Kentucky, Western 34.7%
11. Massachusetts 68.0% 58. Hawaii 34.0%
12. Mississippi, Southem 66.0% 59. West Virginia, Northern 33.3%
13. Alaska 64.4% 60. Colorado 33.3%
14. Washington, Eastem 63.5% 61. Connecticut 33.3%
15. Nlinois, Central 61.5% 62. Wyoming 32.4%
16. California, Southern 60.0% 63. Michigan, Eastem 31.8%
17. Georgia, Middle 60.0% 64. North Carolina, Middle 31.3%
18. Wisconsin, Eastern 60.0% 65. Nevada 31.3%
19. Oregon 55.6% 66. Texas, Northern 30.3%
20. Minnesota 59.1% 67. Maine 30.0%
21. California, Central 59.0% 68. Texas, Western 25.8%
22. Missouri, Eastern 58.0% 69. Michigan, Western 29.2%
23. Virginia, Eastern 57.1% 70. Delaware 28.6%
24. Indiana, Southem 56.1% 71. New Mexico 28.6%
25. North Carolina, Westemn 55.6% 72. Chio, Northern 28.6%
26. Florida, Southemn 55.1% 73. Rhode Island 27.8%
27. South Dakota 55.0% 74. Georgia, Northemn 27.7%
28. Alabama, Northern 53.8% 75. Illinocis, Northemn 26.9%
29. Missouri, Western 53.7% 76. Pennsylvania, Western 26.3%
30. Louisiana, Eastern 53.3% 77. Wisconsin, Western 25.0%
31. Washington, Western 53.1% 78. Arizona 25.0%
32. Oklahoma, Western 51.6% 79. Tennessee, Eastern 24.6%
33. Kentucky, Eastern 51.3% 80. Louisiana, Middle 20.0%
34. Alabama, Southem 50.0% 81. California, Northem 20.0%
35. New York, Northern 50.0% 82. West Virginia, Southemn 18.3%
36. Texas, Southern 49.2% 83. Vermont 18.2%
37. Pennsylvania, Eastemn 47 9% 84. Guam 14.3%
38 Montana 47.7% 85. New York, Southern 14.3%
39. Ohio, Southern 47.7% 86. Iowa, Southern 12.5%
40. Arkansas, Western 47.6% 87. Oklahoma, Northern 11.1%
41. Tennessee, Western 47.6% 88. Washington, D.C. 10.3%
42. South Carolina 47.4% 89. New Hampshire 9.5%
43, New Jersey 47.4% 90. New York, Western 9.3%
44. Pennsylvania, Middle 44.4% 91. North Carolina, Eastern 7.7%
45. Arkansas, Eastern 43.8% 92. Mississippi, Northem 0.0%
46. Utah 43.6% 93. Nebraska 0.0%
47. Jowa, Northemn 42.9% 94. Oklahoma, Eastern 0.0%

Effort is defined as percentage of disposals in which prosecutions were filed. For yearly accuracy, disposals are

equal to the sum of prosecutions filed and prosecutions declined.
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Uneven Justice

94-96 District Ranking by Conviction Rate

District Conviction Rate District Conviction Rate
1. Alabama, Southemn 100% 48. Kentucky, Western 78.1%
1. Delaware 100% 49. Connecticut 77.8%
1. Hlinois, Central 100% 49. South Dakota 77.8%
1. Nlinois, Southern 100% 51. Virginia, Western 76.9%
1. Iowa, Southemn 100% 52. Arizona 76.9%
1. Louisiana, Middle 100% 53. Hawsaii 76.5%
1. Maine 100% 54, Texas, Southern 76.0%
1. Michigan, Western 100% 55. Florida, Middle 75.6%
1. Mississippi, Northem 100% 56. Alabama, Northem 15.0%
1. Nebraska 100% 56. llinois, Northern 75.0%
1. New Hampshire 100% 56. New York, Southern 75.0%
1. New Mexico 100% 56. Pennsylvania, Western 75.0%
1. New York, Northern 100% 60. Alaska 74.7%
1. North Carolina, Eastern 100% 61. Montana 74.0%
1. North Dakota 100% 62. Indiana, Southemn 73.7%
1. Northern Mariana Islands 100% 63. California, Northern 73.3%
1. Rhode Island 100% 64. Washington, Westem 72.7%
1. Tennessee, Middle 100% 65. Washington, Eastern 71.8%
1. Tennessee, Western 100% 66. Maryland 71.0%
1. Vermont 100% 66. Missouri, Eastemn 71.0%
1. Washington, D.C. 100% 68. West Virginia, Southern 70.8%
1. Wisconsin, Western 100% 69. North Carolina, Western 70.6%
23. Wyoming 96.8% 70. Caltfornia, Southern 70.4%
24. Louisiana, Western 94.1% 70. North Carolina, Middle 70.4%
25. Oklahoms, Westermn 93.8% 72. Kentucky, Eastern 69.2%
26. Georgia, Northem 92.3% 73. Nevada 68.8%
26. Kansas 92.3% 74. Georgia, Southern 68.4%
28. Mississippi, Southem 92.2% 75. Idaho 68.1%
29. Colorado 91.7% 76. Arkansas, Eastern 66.7%
30. Texas, Northem 90.0% 76. Pennsylvania, Middle 66, 7%
31. Massachusetts 88.9% 76. Utah 66.7%
32. New Jersey 88.9% 76. Virgin Islands 66.7%
33 Texas, Western 88.0% 80. Puerto Rico 65.6%
34. Arkansas, Western 87.5% 81. Lowsiana, Eastern 64.5%
35. Virginia, Eastern 87.0% 82. Oregon 63.2%
36. Alabama, Middle 85.7% 83. Missouri, Western 63.2%
36. California, Central 85.7% 84. Georgia, Middle 61.5%
36. Indiana, Northern 85.7% 85. Ohio, Southern 55.6%
36. Texas, Eastern 85.7% B6. California, Eastern 53.1%
36. Wisconsin, Eastern 85.7% 87. New York, Eastern 50.0%
41 Minnesota B4.2% 87. New York, Westermn 50.0%
42. South Carolina 283.7% 87. Oklahoma, Northem 50.0%
43 Florida, Southem 83.1% 90. Tennessee, Eastern 37.5%
44. Pennsylvania, Eastemn 82.6% 61. Iowa, Northemn 25.0%
45. Michigan, Eastemn 80.0% 92. Florida, Northern 18.5%
45. Chio, Northem 80.0% 93. Guam 0.0%
45, West Virgirua, Northern 80.0% 94. Oklahoma, Eastern®

Conviction Rate is the percentage of prosecutions that resulted in convictions. For yearly accuracy, prosecutions are
equal to the sum of convictions, acquittals, and other outcomes.

* Eastern Oklahoma did not file any prosecutions.
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U.S. Department of Justice

94-96 District Ranking by Convictions per Capita

District Convictions District Convictions
1. Wyoming 63.4 44, Qlinois, Southern 2.0
2. Alaska 436 47. Wiscongsin, Eastern 1.9
3 Idaho 269 47. Qregon 19
4. Mississippi, Southemn 245 49, Pennsylvania, Eastern 1.3
5. Montana 21.0 49. New Mexico 1.8
6. Georgia, Southem 15.4 51. Florida, Northern 1.7
7. Washington, Eastern 11.2 51, Minnesota 1.7
8. South Dakota 9.6 53. New York, Northern 1.6
9. West Virginia, Southern 8.8 53. Illinois, Central 1.6
10. North Dakota 7.8 55. Texas, Southern 1.5
11. West Virginia, Northern 7.0 55. Wisconsin, Western 15
11. California, Eastemn 7.0 55. Tennessee, Middle 15
13. Delaware 6.9 58. Colorado 1.4
14. Flonda, Southern 6.5 58. Tennessee, Eastern 1.4
15. Kentucky, Western 6.4 58 Georgia, Northern 1.4
16. Alabama, Middle 6.0 61. New Hampshire 1.3
16. Louisiana, Eastern 6.0 61. Indiana, Northern 13
18. Alabama, Southem 59 61. Michigan, Western 13
19. Hawau 55 64. Maine 1.2
20. South Carolina 49 64. Alabama, Northern 1.2
21. Oklahoma, Westemn 43 66. Arizona b1
22. Nerth Carolina, Middle 42 66. Connecticut 1.1
23. Missoun, Eastem 4.0 66. New York, Western 1.1
23. Louisiana, Westem 4.0 69. Ohio, Northern 1.0
25. Texas, Easten 35 69. Mississippi, Northem 1.0
26 Nevada 34 71. California, Central 09
26. California, Southem 3.4 72. Vermont 0.8
28. Arkansas, Westem 33 72. Texas, Northern 0.8
29. Rhode Island 30 72. California, Northern 0.8
29. Louisiana, Middle 3.0 75. Tennessee, Westermn 07
31. Washington, Western 28 75. Massachusetts 0.7
31. Washington, D.C. 28 77. Nebraska 0.6
33. North Carolina, Westemn 2.7 77. Oklahoma, Northern 0.6
34. Virginia, Western 2.6 75. New Jersey 0.5
35 Utah 2.5 79. Ohio, Scuthern 0.5
36. Georgra, Middle 23 81. Iowa, Northern 0.4
36. Kansas 23 81. Pennsylvania, Western 04
36. Kentucky, Eastern 23 31. lllino1s, Northern 0.4
36. Texas, Westem 23 81. North Carolina, Eastern 0.4
36. Missouri, Western 23 85. Pennsylvania, Middle 0.3
41. Maryland 2.2 85. New York, Eastern 03
42. Virginia, Eastern 2.1 85. New York, Southern 03
42 Arkansas, Eastern 21 85. Iowa, Southermn 03
44. Florida, Middle 20 85. Michigan, Eastern 0.3
44. Indiana, Southem 2.0 90. Oklahoma, Eastern 0

Convictions per capita 1s equal to the number of convictions per 500 thousand people. Due to their extremely small
populations, Guam, Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico, and Virgin Islands were not included in this ranking,

Al 20 White Paper



