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FAIRFAX, Va. --- The National Park Service has announced its intention to ban
traditional ammunition containing lead in all its parks. The move would
needlessly push hunters to use more costly ammo like tungsten, copper, and
steel. The restrictions, set to take affect by the end of 2010, were announced
without regard to science or soliciting feedback from sportsmens groups.

"The NPS announcement demonstrates either complete ignorance or complete
arrogance as to the effect that this policy will have on hunters,” says Chris W.
Cox, NRA chief lobbyist. “There is no science to support NPS' contention that the
use of lead ammunition in hunting is causing environmental contamination,
having a negative effect on wildlife, or posing a threat to the health of visitors or
park staff.

"This policy, and the lack of communication in advance with the sportsmen's
community, is a deliberate attempt to reduce the number of people who will want
to hunt in the 60 parks that are open to hunting. This plays directly into the hands
of radical anti-hunting organizations like the Humane Society of the US which is
advocating that hunters be banned from using lead ammunition."”

The NRA will continue to be a voice of opposition against this unnecessary action
and is committed to protecting the rights of hunters to use the ammo that is best
suited for their hunting needs and budget.



