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Mathan

| have 3 Congressional letters that are past the deadline, We are closing them out today, He're the
[anguage we ara using.

Diawid
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Thank you for yvour letter concerning the issue of book sales at Grand Canven Wational Park.

In July 2003, the book Grand Canvon: A Different View, by Tom Vail, was approved as a sales
item in Grand Canyen Association {GCA) bookstores within Grand Canvon National Park, The
book claims that the Grand Canyen is only a few thousand years old, developing on a biblical
rather than an evolutionary timeframe. Shortly after the book hecame available, some people
raisedd concerns about its appropriateness and suggested that the book be removed.

In December 2003, the park received a letter from the American Geological Institute, opposing
the sale of the hook, The letter was accompanied by a letter signed by presidents of seven
geoscience organizations expressing concern “about a young-earth creationist book currently
being sold in bookstores at Grand Canyon National Park.™

As of early February 2004, approximately 300 books had been sold and GCA continues to keep a
moderate supply on hand pending a decision by the NPS,

The Mational Park Service Office of Communications in Washington, DC has agreed to facilitate
areview of the book for its appropriateness as a sales item at bookstores in the park. The book is
currently being reviewed by the NPS offices of Policy, Matural Resources, and Interpretation,
We hope to have final decision on the book in March 2004,

Thank you for vour interest.

Dvavid Barna
Chief of Communications
Mational Park Sedrvice



David Barna

Tao Chick
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Folks

Here is the language we plan to use to answer the recent letters regarding the book
at Grand Canyon.

Any thoughts?

David
Draft — Deaft — Draft (24 June 04)

We appreciate your letter regarding book sales at Grand Canyon National Park.

As you know, questions have been raised regarding whether the sale of Tom Vail's book
“Cirand Canyon: A Different View™ is appropriate at the bookstores of the Grand Canyon
Association. The book’s striking photographs are accompanied by text that supports a
biblical rather than evolutionary timeline for the creation of the canvon,

Following the placement of this book in Grand Canvon Association Bookstores, the National
Park Service began receiving complaints about the appropriateness of the book as a sales
item within a national park. Opposition was raised on scientific grounds, 1t was at this point
that park staff sought guidance on the matter from headquarters staff in Washington, DC,

This is one of several questions concerning appropriate expression of free speech and
freedom of religion involving our national parks that have been raised in recent months. As a
group these matiers are currently under review at the national level by several offices of the
National Park Service and by the Office of the Solicitor of the Department of the Interior.

The book remains available for purchase at the sales outlets of the Grand Canyon Association
pending review,



- United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
1849 C Strect, NJW,
Washington, DC, 20240
W RIPLY B EFILR TO
E1d {01300
June 25, 2004

Honorable Hillary Rodham Clinton
United States Scnate
Washington, DC 20510-3204

Dear Senator Clinton:
We appreciate your letter regarding book sales at Grand Canyon National Park.

 As vou know, guestions have been raised regarding whether the sale of Tom Vail's book “Grand
Canyon: A Different View™ is appropriate at the bookstores of the Grand Canyon Association,
The bock's striking photographs are accompanied by text that supports a bikblical rather than
evolutionary timeline for the ereation of the canyon.

The book was originally approved for sale in July 20803, Opposition to the sale of the book on
scientific grounds first surfaced in December 2003, 1t was at this point that park staff sought
guidance on the matter from headquarters staff in Washinglon, DO,

This is one of several guestions concerning appropriate expression of frec speech and freedom of
religion invelving our national parks that have been raised in recent months. As a group these
matters are currently under review at the national level by several oflices of the Mational Park
Service and by the Office of the Selicitor of the Department of the Interior

The boolk remains available for purchase at the sales outlets of the Grand Canyon Association
pending review.

Singerely,

v,

[rxvad, Barma
Chief of Public Affairs



