
 
 

 

With Cliven Bundy and his allies behind bars facing felony charges for their 2014 
standoff with the Bureau of Land Management, it's time for the government to round up 
Bundy's trespass cattle, a coalition of environmental groups said today. 
Bundy, 70, was arrested in February for leading what federal prosecutors called a 
"massive armed assault" on federal law enforcement officers who were assisting BLM's 
roundup of Bundy's cattle in southern Nevada. 
 
Bundy and 18 others, including four of his sons, have been charged in the incident. 
The roughly 1,000 Bundy cattle that the government estimates are on federal 
rangelands should be removed no later than this summer, the environmental groups 
said. 
 
The bovines have crushed federally protected tortoises, trampled their underground 
dens and reduced available forage for native species, the environmental groups said. 
Cattle also spread invasive species that can increase the frequency of wildfire, they 
said. 
 
BLM's unwillingness to impound the cattle is a violation of its duty to conserve species, 
they wrote in a letter to BLM Director Neil Kornze today. 
 
"While these cattle do not share Bundy's criminal culpability for their actions, they are 
still degrading fragile habitat every day they remain on the Nevada range," said a 
statement from Kirsten Stade, advocacy director with Public Employees for 
Environmental Responsibility, one of nine groups that signed today's letter. "It is time 
for them to be rounded up and sent to greener pastures." 
 
The other signatories were the Center for Biological Diversity, Great Old Broads for 
Wilderness, Los Padres ForestWatch, the Pacific Biodiversity Institute, the Ventana 
Wilderness Alliance, the Western Lands Project, the Western Watersheds Project and 
WildEarth Guardians. 
 
BLM in February said Bundy's cattle "continue to be in trespass" but that there are "no 
plans for a gather at this time as we continue to cooperate with the Department of 
Justice on the on-going legal matter" (Greenwire, Feb. 26). 
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A roundup would be expensive and potentially put government employees and civilian 
contractors back in harm's way. 
 
Bundy has been grazing his cows without a permit since 1993, and multiple federal 
judges have ordered they be removed. Since 2012, Bundy family members have made 
threats against contractors hired by BLM to round them up. In April 2014, the last time 
BLM tried to remove the cattle, an estimated 400 protesters surrounded BLM officers at 
the impoundment site, with scores openly carrying firearms, the Justice Department 
said. 
 
But many of the ringleaders of that standoff are behind bars or facing charges, the 
groups said. 
 
"Our organizations are well aware that the threat of violence and tactical intimidation of 
agency personnel by the livestock operator were very real barriers to the removal of 
trespassing livestock in the region," the groups wrote. "But now that Mr. Bundy and 
many of his allies are being held in federal prisons for their actions during the 2014 
round-up event, we believe the threat to agency personnel on the ground is 
substantially less than it was two year ago." 
 
The letter quotes a Fish and Wildlife Service report in 2013 that found tortoises that 
share habitat with cattle "may be affected by the long-term grazing of livestock to some 
degree including death." 
 
In addition, critical habitat at Gold Butte -- where Bundy's cows roam -- is being used to 
offset development elsewhere in Clark County under a habitat conservation plan signed 
in 1998. If Bundy's cows remain on the landscape, that plan cannot be effective, the 
groups wrote. 
 
The Justice Department's prosecution of Bundy does not absolve BLM of its legal 
mandate to remove the cattle, they wrote. 
 
"Whether Mr. Bundy and his allies broke the law in the 2014 standoff is not the issue 
here," the groups wrote. "The issue is whether Mr. Bundy's livestock will continue to 
trespass on federal lands in desert tortoise critical habitat without intervention by the 
BLM." 


