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Title:  Alleged Scientific Misconduct re: Ephemeral Data Collection Leading to Potential NRDAR Case. 
(ESO-S0000340)  

Summary of alleged misconduct:   
Allegation 1: On October 18, 2011 Dr. Dixie Porter, Project Leader (PL) of the Oklahoma Ecological 
Services Field Office (OKESFO), violated the DOI Scientific Integrity Policy (305 DM 3) when she gave the 
order to her OKESFO staff to move a mussel monitoring cage placed at the Kelco discharge outlet, to a 
point approximately 30 feet further downstream.  Porter’s decision to move the mussel monitoring 
cage, “as soon as possible,” was made contrary to the advice of:  1) , 2) 

 collaborating on the monitoring study and 3) advice from the 
familiar with the Consent Decree between the State and Kelco. 

Allegation 2:  Mr. Luke Bell, as the supervisor , did not pay attention to the 
scientific information provided by  and did not take 
action to protect the scientific and legal integrity of the mussel study (ephemeral data collection study 
at the Kelco discharge site in the Deep Fork River, Oklahoma). 

Background: 

This scientific integrity concern came to the attention of the Scientific Integrity Officer during initial 
inquiry of another scientific integrity allegation at the same FWS office.   This informal complaint 
became a formal complaint when it was filed with the Office of the Executive Secretariat, dated 7/20/12 
(ESO-S0000340). 

The Scientific Integrity Review was conducted by the FWS Scientific Integrity Officer (SIO). The FWS 
 assisted the SIO with most of the interviews. On August 27-28, 

2012, the SIO interviewed  
  The SIO also interviewed by phone: the  

the  
 

The SIO reviewed pertinent records including emails, photographs, letters, reports, the Consent Order 
and Settlement Agreement between the State and Kelco, and evidence files and response documents 
related to in a matter related to this inquiry.  
From this information the SIO created a timeline of events related to this matter. 

The SIO completed the Scientific Integrity Review Report on March 15, 2013.  This is a summary of that 
report. 

Definition of scientific misconduct/loss of scientific integrity:  

The Department’s policy on integrity of scientific and scholarly activities (305 DM 3) defines misconduct 
to include:  

FOIA APPEAL DECISION: ALL REDACTIONS FOIA EXEMPTIONS (6) & (7)(C) 
                                                (UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED)








