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Representative Austerman moved and asked unanimous consent that the 
House approve the citations on the calendar. There being no 

objection, the following citations were approved and sent to enrolling: 
Honoring - Professor Rick Steiner 
  
By Representatives GARDNER, Chenault, Cissna, Dick, Edgmon, 
Fairclough, Feige, Foster, Gara, Gatto, Gruenberg, Guttenberg, 
Hawker, Herron, Holmes, Johnson, Joule, Kawasaki, Kerttula, Lynn, 
Miller, Millett, Munoz, Petersen, Seaton, Thomas, Thompson, Tuck, 
P. Wilson, T. Wilson 

 

* HONORING * 

* PROFESSOR RICK STEINER * 

The Twenty-Seventh Alaska State Legislature 

would like to recognize Professor Rick Steiner for his 

many years of outstanding public service to the 

University of Alaska and for the exceptional impact his 

work has had in Alaska, in the nation and around the 

world. 

Professor Steiner has had an extraordinary career 

with the university spanning almost 30 years. His record 

includes more than 120 publications, some of which have 

reached millions of readers (such as his piece on global 

warming published in USA Today in 2001); dozens of 

statewide television programs as a producer/host on 

natural resource issues; as well as several prestigious 

awards. 

Professor Steiner’s work toward a constructive 

resolution of the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill is legendary.  In 

the wake of the spill, Rick Steiner was a leading voice for 



independent scientific analysis to determine damages and 

recovery strategies.  He was also a strong proponent of 

public structures and processes to prevent future spills.  

More recently, he has been a key advisor on developing 

strategies to assess impacts and remedies to address the 

Deep Water Horizon disaster. 

The United Kingdom’s well-regarded Guardian 

newspaper described Professor Steiner as "one of the 

world's leading marine conservation scientists" as well as 

"one of the most respected and outspoken academics on 

the oil industry's environmental record." 

Professor Steiner’s global conservation work has 

been exceptional, in particular his work on conservation 

issues in high-risk, conflict zones around the world 

including: working in the Colombian Amazon, during a 

FARC offensive, traveling on the Amazon (with a team 

of heavily armed guards) to assist indigenous tribes with 

biodiversity conservation; working on behalf of 

government of Pakistan, at a very dangerous time, to 

establish and lead the first Natural Resource Damage 

Assessment (NRDA) program in a developing country; 

assisting Nigeria’s  Ministry of Environment to develop a 

program to mitigate 50 years of oil damages; and 

organizing an environmental damage assessment for the 

Government of Lebanon after the massive eastern 

Mediterranean oil spill. 

            The Twenty-Seventh Alaska State Legislature 

salutes Professor Rick Steiner for his many and 

significant contributions to independent scientific inquiry 



and for his strong commitment to promoting sound public 

policy decisions in Alaska and around the world. 

 
 


