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E.P .A. Chemist Who Warned of Ground Zero Dust Is 
Reinstated 
By LESLIE KAUFMAN 
Published: May 8, 2012 

A senior Environmental Protection Agency chemist who argued that 
she was removed from her job in retaliation for accusing the agency 
of underestimating the toxicity of dust at ground zero has been 
reinstated with back pay by an administrative board. 
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all the charges against her. 

The federal Merit Systems Protection 
Board ruled late last week in 
Washington that the agency violated 
the due process rights of the chemist, 
Cate Jenkins, when she was fired in 
2010 because she was not informed of 
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The panel also found that an administrative judge who first heard the case did not give her 
an adequate opportunity to make her case that she was dismissed for acting as a whistle­
blower. 

Dr. Jenkins sued under the federal Whistle-Blower Protection Act, saying she was being 
punished for charging that the agency had relied on data that it knew mismeasured the 
pH levels of the dust released by the World Trade Center collapse in 2001. 

The E.P.A. has said that Dr. Jenkins was fired for charges related to threatening a 
supervisor. 

Dr. Jenkins had a history of disagreeing with her superiors on scientific matters at the 
agency and in 2009 underwent a two-day suspension for "discourteous, unprofessional 
and bullying" conduct toward colleagues. 

The board did not decide if the E.P A fired Dr. Jenkins for her accusations. Instead, it said 
she was not given a full opportunity for a defense because she was not informed of a third 
charge used to justify her removal. 

But Paula Dinerstein, a lawyer for Dr.Jenkins, said Tuesday that the ruling vindicated her 
client indirectly. "I think it shows to us that the agency was trying to get rid of her and 
silen.ce her by making thiS allegation, and to go to the length of even a constitutional 
violation to get her out of there," she said. 

The E.P A is free to bring charges against the scientist again. It did not respond to requests 
for comment late Tuesday on how it planned to proceed. 

Dr.Jenkins's reinstatement was reported by The Guardian on Friday. 

Recent scientific studies have found that the particles released by the towers' collapse were 
more harmful to workers' lungs than experts had believed. 

Advertise on NYTimes.com 

Log in to see what your friends are sharing Log In With Facebook 
on nytin-es.com Privacy Policy I What's 
This? 

What's Popular Now I] 

Deaths of 
Manatees, 
Dolphins and 
Pelicans Point to 
Estuary at Risk 

Crazy Pills 

-~ 

Advertise on NYTimes.com 

MOST E-MAILED MOST VIEWED 

1. OP-ED CONTRIBUTOR 

Crazy Pills 

2. PAUL KRUGMAN 

Phony Fear Facto.r 

3. THE 6TH FLOOR 

George Saunders's Advice to Graduates 

4. A Family Consents to a Medical Gift, 62 
Years Later 

5. The Opt-Out Generation Wants Back In 

6. Parkour, a Pastime Born on the Streets, 
Moves Indoors and Uptown 

7. DAVID BROOKS 

The Nudge Debate 

8. 36 Hours in Lecce, Italy 



A version of this article appeared in print on May 9, 2012, on page A21 of the New York edmon w 1th tne neaa11ne: C.1-'.A. 

Olenist Who Warned of Ground Zero Dust Is Reinstated. 

FACE BOOK TWITTER GOOGLE+ E-MAIL SHARE 

~ Try unlimited access to NYlimes.com for j us! 99¢. SEE OPTIONS • 

Get Free E-mail Alerts on These Topics. 

9. 'Like' This Article Online? Your Friends 
Will Probably Approve, Too, Scientists 
Say 

10. PRIVATE LIVES 

A Cold Current 

Go to CofTIJlete List » Show Mt Recomrendatians 

World Trade Center (NYC) Environmental Protection Agency 

Whistle-Blowers· · 

Ads by Gougle 

Brain Training Games 
Improve memory and attention with 

scientific brain games. 

www.lumosity.com 

INSIDE NYTIMES.COM 

Am id Grief, Ex-Premier. 
Resurfaces in Polish Race 

Op-Ed: Iran's Plan B for 
the Bomb 

Medicine and Health 

· Killers Who Just Won't 
·Lighten Up 

Hon-e World U.S. NY I Region Business Technology 

©2012 The New York1imes Corrpany i Privacy .. Your Ad Oloices Terms of Service 

Modern Love: The 
matchmaker 
ALSO IN VIDEO» 

Vows: Erin and Ben 

Beach style in the Rockaways 

nytimes.com VIDEO 

· 1 ;~~~:~~i~-S=I=:~~- --~;,:.,' ;;;;; I 

OPINION• 

. Editorial: 
Apple Pays 
Dearly for 
Price-Fixing 

I 

n a use MSW Degree Online. Get 

e Info About use Programs Today! 

w.USC.eduNirtual-Academic-Center 

TRAVEL» ARTS» 

In the e-book wars, the 
Justice Department has 
not addressed the 
anticompetitive force 
that is Amazon. 36 Hours in Lecce, Italy Not for the Family Album 

Terms of Sale Corrections 

Travel Jobs Real Estate ' Autos Site M<JJ 
Bfil! !:!gfil ' Contact Us Work With Us Advertise 

~~~~~~--~~~~~--~~~~~~·~~~~~~~~~~ 


